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WORLD  CONFERENCE  ON  FAITH 
AND  ORDER 


A REPORT  FROM  THE  SUBJECTS  COMMITTEE 
TO  THE  CONTINUATION  COMMITTEE, 
JULY  1925,  TO  WHICH  IS  APPENDED  A 
SUGGESTED  AGENDA  FOR  THE  WORLD 
CONFERENCE,  TOGETHER  WITH  STATE- 
MENTS ON  THE  CHURCH,  THE  MINISTRY, 
AND  THE  CHRISTIAN  MORAL  IDEAL 


REPOET  OF  THE  SUBJECTS  COMMITTEE 
UPON  ITS  MEETING  AT  OXFORD, 
JUNE-JULY  1925 

The  Subjects  Committee  met  at  Magdalen  College, 
Oxford,  from  June  30  to  July  3,  1925,  under  the  Chair- 
manship of  the  Bishop  of  Bombay  and  with  a full 
attendance  of  members. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  Committee  was 
appointed  by  the  Continuation  Committee  after  the 
preliminary  Conference  at  Geneva  in  1 920,  and  was  then 
charged  with  the  preparation  of  subjects  for  discussion 
at  the  World  Conference,  as  well  as  with  the  arrange- 
ments for  preparatory  local  discussions  of  those  subjects. 

At  its  meeting  in  September  1923 — a meeting  which 
was  rendered  memorable,  as  the  members  cannot  forget, 
by  Robert  Gardiner’s  inspiring  co-operation — the  Com- 
mittee completed  the  fivefold  Series  of  Questions  which 
had  been  begun  at  Geneva,  and  took  measures  for  their 
dissemination,  issuing  also  a Paper  which  included  a 
Report  based  upon  the  answers  sent  in  to  Series  I. 

During  the  years  1923-1925  the  discussion  of  the 
questions  upon  the  Ministry,  the  Church,  the  Christian 
Moral  Ideal,  and  the  Sacraments  has  been  proceeding, 
and  a certain  number  of  answers  has  been  received 
by  the  Secretary.  Those  dealing  with  Series  II,  III, 
and  IV,  Jbhough  far  less  numerous  than  those  on  Series  1, 
have  provided  matter  enough  to  enable  the  Committee 
to  prepare  a Report  upon  them  ; while  the  time  for 
sending  in  answers  to  V does  not  elapse  till  August  1925, 
and  the  Committee  is  therefore  compelled  to  refrain 
from  dealing  with  that  Series  in  this  Report. 
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The  main  business  before  the  Committee  in  1925  was 
the  consideration  of  the  work  already  done  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  World  Conference,  and  the  drafting  of  a 
Report  for  the  Continuation  Committee  on  the  Agenda 
for  the  Conference. 

Before  proceeding  to  deal  with  this  business  in  detail, 
however,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  review  the  position 
in  the  light  of  certain  criticisms  which  had  reached  the 
Committee  from  various  quarters. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  a compressed  account  of  these 
criticisms  and  at  the  same  time  to  do  justice  to  their 
weight.  The  following  statement  of  them  is  therefore 
given  with  all  due  reserves  : 

1.  The  Conference  itself  ought  to  be  an  opportunity 
for  reaching  a higher  degree  of  mutual  understanding  ; 
a meeting  in  which  we  explain  to  one  another  what  we 
think,  without  reference  to  any  hopes  of  results  that 
might  be  attained. 

2.  The  Conference  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  presented 
with  any  formulated  statements  to  which  its  assent 
should  be  asked. 

3.  The  Conference  ought  not  to  adopt  resolutions  or 
statements  of  agreement,  although  it  might  properly 
discuss  the  results  of  the  inquiries  which  it  has  cir- 
culated. 

4.  The  Conference  might  profitably  review  the  various 
negotiations  for  reunion  which  have  been  taking  place 
in  different  parts  of  the  world. 

5.  The  method  of  preparation  hitherto  followed  has 
been  defective,  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  based  on  a 
misconception  of  the  true  method  of  Conference,  and  has 
propounded  questions  which  themselves  have  suggested 
the  answers  which  should  be  given. 

It  was  felt  on  the  one  hand  that  these  criticisms, 
coming  as  they  did  from  earnest  and  active  supporters 
of  the  World  Conference  Movement,  could  not  be  lightly 
set  aside  ; and  on  the  other  hand,  that  if  they  should 
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prove  to  represent  the  policy  desired  by  the  Continuation 
Committee,  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  a radical 
change  alike  in  the  preparations  for  the  Conference  and 
in  the  procedure  hitherto  contemplated  for  the  Con- 
ference itself. 

The  Subjects  Committee,  however,  did  not  feel  that 
the  views  summarised  above  afforded  a basis  upon  which 
a practicable  Agenda  for  the  World  Conference  could  be 
constructed. 

Negatively,  the  Committee  held  that  it  would  be 
improper  for  the  Conference  to  constitute  itself  in  any 
sense  a judge  of  such  negotiations  as  have  been  or  are 
now  being  carried  on  ; and  that  to  present  it  only  with 
a vague  Agenda,  or  to  preclude  it  from  discussing  and 
seeking  agreement  upon  definite  resolutions,  would  be 
to  invite  aimless  discussion  which  could  neither  be  con- 
trolled nor  directed  to  any  profitable  end. 

Positively,  the  Committee  decided  that  while  the 
preparatory  work  carried  on  hitherto  was  neither  com- 
plete nor  free  from  defects  of  method,  the  wisest  course 
was  to  utilise  its  results  as  far  as  possible,  and  to 
arrange  for  work  to  be  done  in  the  next  two  years 
which  would  enable  the  Conference  to  confront  a definite 
programme  carefully  prepared  for  by  preliminary  state- 
ments and  discussions. 

It  therefore  proceeded  to  consider  the  results  of 
certain  of  the  Series  of  Questions  (II,  III,  and  IV),  and 
to  draw  up  statements  on  these  results.  The  statements, 
which  are  appended  to  this  Report,  were  not  drawn  up 
with  a view  to  their  adoption  by  the  Conference,  but 
for  the  information  of  its  members  and  as  an  aid  to 
preliminary  discussion  of  their  subjects. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Agenda  for  the  World  Con- 
ference, the  Committee  agreed  unanimously  to  make  the 
following  recommendations  to  the  Continuation  Com- 
mittee. For  the  sake  of  clearness,  these  are  accompanied 
by  notes  which  express  the  views  of  the  Subjects 


6 


REPORT  OF 


Committee  upon  important  matters  connected  with  each 
recommendation. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  CONCERNING  THE 
PROCEDURE  OF  THE  WORLD  CONFERENCE 

I.  The  Discussions  at  the  Conference  should 

TAKE  THE  FORM  OF  SPEAKING  TO  DEFINITE 

Resolutions 

This  is  thought  necessary  (a)  as  a means  of  limiting 
the  scope  of  the  Conference  and  preventing  it  from 
aiming  at  anything  too  wide  or  unwisely  ambitious  ; 
(b)  as  a means  of  enabling  the  Chairman  to  guide  speakers 
and  to  check  irrelevance. 

It  is  not  intended  that  resolutions  should  be  put  to 
the  Conference  to  be  accepted  or  rejected  without  amend- 
ment. It  is  very  important  that  the  effect  of  the  dis- 
cussions in  the  Conference  itself  should  be  faithfully 
represented  by  its  deliverances.  But  verbal  amendment 
in  full  Conference  is  a tedious  and  irritating  process, 
by  which  satisfactory  and  consistent  results  cannot  be 
secured.  It  is,  therefore,  suggested  that  a small  Drafting 
Committee  should  be  appointed  at  the  Conference,  to 
whom  resolutions,  if  seriously  criticised,  may  be  referred 
back  to  be  remodelled  in  the  light  of  the  discussions.  If 
the  redrafts  prove  acceptable,  the  result  will  be  the  work 
of  the  Conference,  but  it  will  have  something  of  the 
unity  and  force  of  a single  authorship. 

Again,  it  is  not  intended  that  the  Conference  shall 
carry  resolutions  by  a majority  vote  ; it  is  rather  hoped 
that  it  will  register  its  agreement  upon  subjects  on  which 
it  is  able  to  reach  unanimity,  and,  where  unanimity  is 
not  reached,  that  it  will  record  the  fact  that  it  is  unable 
at  present  to  attain  a unanimous  decision  ; and  further, 
that  in  some  cases  it  will  be  able  to  say  that,  although 
not  unanimously  agreed,  it  concurs  in  thinking  that  the 
absence  of  agreement  is  not  a fundamental  obstacle  to 
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unity,  while  in  others  it  might  be  compelled  to  say  that 
such  absence  of  agreement  is  an  obstacle  which  cannot 
at  present  be  surmounted,  and  is,  therefore,  a matter  for 
further  consideration. 

II.  A Definite  Agenda  for  the  World  Conference 

SHOULD  BE  PREPARED  BY  THE  CONTINUATION 

Committee,  and,  when  prepared,  should  be 

CIRCULATED  BY  IT  TO  THE  VARIOUS  CHURCHES 

and  Commissions  for  their  Information 

Suggestions  for  the  preliminary  use  of  this  Agenda 
are  made  below  under  III.  But  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the 
Subjects  Committee  would  definitely  not  wish  that  any 
Church  should  be  asked  to  make,  as  such,  any  official 
pronouncement  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  Agenda 
before  the  meeting  of  the  World  Conference.  It  is  felt 
that,  if  this  were  done,  the  delegates  of  such  a Church 
would  not  come  to  the  Conference  free,  but  would  be 
tied  by  the  previously  expressed  opinion  of  their  Church  ; 
and  this  would  conflict  with  the  fundamental  principle 
of  the  Conference,  namely,  that  delegates  should  report 
to  their  Churches,  after  the  Conference,  the  results  of 
the  Conference’s  unfettered  deliberations. 

III.  The  Agenda  for  the  World  Conference  should 

BE  CIRCULATED  BY  THE  CONTINUATION  COM- 
MITTEE as  the  Basis  for  Preliminary  Dis- 
cussion by  Local  Conferences,  and  this 
Discussion  should  be  the  Main  Preparatory 
Work  of  the  next  two  years 

It  is  hoped  that  means  will  be  provided  by  which  the 
results  of  such  discussions  can  be  communicated  to  the 
Secretariat,  and  that  in  this  way  an  opinion  can  be  formed 
(a)  upon  the  suitability  of  the  Agenda  as  such,  and  (b) 
upon  the  actual  resolutions  which  the  Conference  is  to 
be  asked  to  discuss. 
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If  this  suggestion  is  adopted  it  will  be  for  the  Con- 
tinuation Committee  to  decide  whether,  and  in  what 
way,  it  would  be  possible  to  review  and,  if  necessary,  to 
take  action  upon  the  results  so  communicated. 

IV.  The  Agenda  for  the  World  Conference  should 

BE  SO  FRAMED  AS  TO  GIVE  A COMPREHENSIVE 

Outline,  in  a Logical  Order,  of  all  the 

Business  with  which  the  Conference  ought 

EVENTUALLY  TO  DEAL. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  Conference  would  be  able 
to  deal  with  the  whole  of  any  such  Agenda  as  the 
Subjects  Committee  contemplates.  But  if  the  right  order 
of  subjects  is  found  and  adhered  to,  it  is  believed  that  it 
will  be  possible  to  determine  the  point  at  which  a First 
Conference  ought  to  break  off.  This  determination  will 
probably  be  assisted  by  the  fact  that  different  parts  of 
the  business  will  be  found  to  have  reached  different 
stages  of  preparation  : (a)  on  some  of  them  it  may  be 
found  that  a large  measure  of  agreement  has  already 
been  attained  ; (b)  on  others  it  may  be  possible  to  offer 
tentative  solutions,  which  will  need  further  considera- 
tion ; (c)  on  others,  again,  it  will  be  found  that  not  even 
a tentative  solution  can  be  offered  as  yet,  and  it  will  be 
for  the  Conference  to  determine  how  it  would  wish  the 
consideration  of  these  to  proceed,  in  the  period  which 
will  follow  the  Conference’s  first  meeting. 

V.  The  Agenda  of  the  World  Conference  should 

STATE  CLEARLY  THE  NATURE  AND  LIMITS  OF  THE 

Authority  which  the  Conference  is  entitled 

TO  CLAIM,  AND  ALSO  THE  CONDITIONS  WHICH  WILL 

GOVERN  THE  POSITION  OF  DELEGATES  SENT  BY 

Churches  to  the  Conference 

The  Agenda  suggested  by  the  Subjects  Committee 
embodies,  in  its  preamble,  a clear  statement  on  the 
first  of  these  points. 
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With  regard  to  the  second,  while  it  is  clear  that 
Churches  in  sending  delegates  will  have  before  them  the 
conditions  under  which  they  are  invited  to  send  them, 
it  is  thought  that  we  cannot  make  it  too  clear  that 
delegates  will  be  expected  to  speak  with  freedom,  and 
not  as  the  official  mouthpieces  of  their  Churches,  and 
that  nothing  said  by  any  delegate  is  to  be  taken  as 
committing  the  Church  which  he  represents  ; while  the 
decisions  of  the  Conference,  if  it  reaches  any  decisions, 
can  bind  no  Church  represented  without  its  subsequent 
and  deliberate  assent,  but  will  be  referred  to  all  the 
Churches  for  their  unfettered  consideration. 

VI.  The  Agenda  of  the  World  Conference  should 

CONCLUDE  WITH  PROVISIONS  FOR  THE  CONTINUA- 
TION of  its  Work 

No  responsible  person  connected  with  our  Movement 
has  ever  thought  that  one  meeting  of  the  World  Con- 
ference could  be  exhaustive  or  final  ; but  it  has  been 
suggested  that  it  would  be  well  to  make  it  plain  that  the 
meeting  now  contemplated  is  to  be  regarded  as  a First 
Conference,  which  should  look  forward  to  a continuation 
of  its  work,  and  should  be  controlled  in  its  delibera- 
tions by  the  hope  of  achieving  something  worthy  to  be 
continued. 

In  accordance  with  the  tenor  of  these  recommenda- 
tions, the  Committee  prepared,  revised,  and  now  submits 
to  the  Continuation  Committee  the  following  suggested 
scheme  of  an  Agenda  for  the  World  Conference  : — 


DRAFT  AGENDA,  WITH  SPECIMEN  RESOLU- 
TIONS, FOR  THE  WORLD  CONFERENCE 
ON  FAITH  AND  ORDER 

(In  the  event  of  the  following  or  some  similar  series  of 
Resolutions  or  part  thereof  being  passed  by  the  Con- 
ference and  ordered  by  it  to  be  sent  to  the  Churches  or 
otherwise  published,  the  Conference  should  preface  them 
by  a preamble  in  the  following  or  similar  terms.) 

Preamble 

We,  the  members  of  the  World  Conference  on  Faith 
and  Order,  being  members  of  (names 

of  Churches),  sent  to  the  Conference  by  authority  of 
those  Churches,  but  not  given  any  commission  to  speak 
officially  for  the  Churches  nor  any  power  to  bind  them 
by  any  vote,  together  with  other  Christian  men  and 
women  co-opted  or  appointed  (other 

methods  of  appointment  to  be  named),  and  being  met 
in  the  name  of  God  at  (place)  on 

(date),  and  recognising  both  the  large  measure  of  agree- 
ment that  exists  amongst  us  concerning  the  things 
of  God  and  the  great  loss  and  hindrance  that  our 
divisions  cause  to  His  Church,  and  commending  our 
work  to  Him  in  the  confidence  that  it  is  His  Spirit  which 
has  put  it  into  the  heart  of  many  in  all  parts  of  the 

world  to  desire  a greater  unity  in  Christendom,  have 

adopted  the  following  resolutions  : — 

Resolutions 
I.  The  Call  to  Unity 

Resolution  I. — That  this  Conference  calls  the  Christian 
world  to  increased  and  more  definite  efforts  for  a greater 
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unity  of  Christendom  and  records  its  conviction  that 
nothing  but  the  deepest  and  most  heart -stirring  motives 
are  adequate  to  inspire  and  carry  through  such  efforts. 
Accordingly  the  Conference  pleads  with  every  Christian 
man  and  woman  to  remember  (a)  the  Lord’s  teaching 
and  prayer,  that  the  Church  should  reflect  the  unity  of 
God  ; (b)  the  impulse  of  the  Lord’s  Spirit  within  their 
own  hearts  and  within  the  Church  at  large,  making 
towards  unity  ; (c)  the  purpose  of  the  Lord,  that  through 
His  Church  the  heathen  world  should  be  converted  and 
all  human  society  purified  and  inspired,  a purpose  which 
cannot  be  fulfilled  but  by  a united  Church  ; and  (d)  the 
strength  and  violence  of  the  antagonistic  forces  of  our 
day,  which  cannot  be  met  but  by  a united  Church. 


II.  The  Nature  of  the  Church 

Resolution  II. — Inasmuch  as  it  is  vain  to  seek  for 
the  greater  unity  of  the  Church,  unless  it  is  agreed  what 
the  Church  is  and  ought  to  be,  the  Conference  propounds 
for  the  consideration  of  all  the  Churches  the  following 
lines  for  advance  towards  agreement  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  Church. 

(a)  The  Church  is  essentially  the  body  of  Christ,  and 
the  members  thereof  are  men  and  women  called  by  Him 
into  the  fellowship  of  His  Spirit. 

(b)  This  body  of  Christ  consists  of  men  and  women 
who  have  been  or  are  being  redeemed  by  Christ  and  sanc- 
tified by  the  Spirit,  and  respond  by  faith  to  the  mercy 
of  God,  and  by  faith  pursue  His  purposes  and  obtain  His 
promises  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

(c)  The  divine  purpose  of  the  Church  is  the  carrying 
on  of  Christ’s  work  as  Saviour  of  the  world,  Who  is 
reconciling  man  to  God,  extending  God’s  sovereignty 
over  the  wills  of  men,  imparting  to  them  His  holiness, 
and  uniting  them  in  love. 

(d)  The  body  of  Christ  was  intended  to  have  an 
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appropriate  form  and  recognisable  existence,  which  it 
partly  retains  and  has  partly  lost,  of  which  the  following 
features  are  indispensable  to  its  unity  : — 

(i.)  The  members  were  to  be  bound  together  by 
their  Faith  in  God  as  revealed  and  incarnate  in 
Christ,  which  they  not  only  have  each  one  in  his 
heart  towards  God,  but  profess  in  common  as  a body 
and  confess  before  men. 

(ii.)  The  members  were  to  be  incorporated  in  the 
body  by  a solemn  act  of  God  performed  through  the 
Church,  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism. 

(iii.)  The  members  were  to  be  continually  filled 
anew  with  the  life  of  the  Lord  through  the  Sacrament 
of  His  body  and  blood,  and  in  the  same  Sacrament 
to  offer  to  God  the  common  devotion  of  the  whole 
body. 

(iv.)  The  members  were  to  be  continually  nour- 
ished and  enlightened  by  the  Spirit,  not  only  speak- 
ing silently  to  the  heart  of  each,  but  instructing  the 
whole  body  through  the  Word  written  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures  and  through  the  Word  preached,  and 
binding  it  together  by  the  common  inheritance  of 
known  truth. 

(v.)  The  body  was  to  be  directed  and  united  by 
the  authority  and  leadership  of  a ministry  given  by 
Christ  to  the  Church  and  recognised  and  respected 
by  all  its  members. 

(The  subject  of  the  following  resolutions  III-VI  is  the 
nearer  approach  to  unity  on  certain  cardinal  points.) 

III.  The  Church's  Common  Confession  of  Faith  in  God 

Resolution  III. — Whereas  the  Church’s  faith  in  God 
as  revealed  and  incarnate  in  Christ  was  in  ancient  times 
summed  up  in  historic  creeds,  in  particular  those  known 
as  the  Nicene  Creed  and  the  Apostles’  Creed,  and  in 
later  times  in  very  much  more  extended  statements,  the 
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Conference  refers  to  the  separate  Churches  the  following 
suggestions  with  a view  to  unity  : — 

“ The  Church,  in  view  of  the  hope  of  a greater  unity, 
professes  its  belief  in  the  truths  set  forth  in  the  Nicene 
Creed  and  Apostles’  Creed,  and  will  use  those  creeds  at 
such  times  and  in  such  manners  as  the  local  Churches 
may  direct,  and  firmly  adheres  to  the  substance  of  those 
great  statements,  while  admitting  the  possibility  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  might  enable  the  Church,  when  once 
more  one,  to  make  other  statements  of  the  truths  con- 
tained in  the  revelation  of  God  through  Christ  according 
to  the  needs  of  future  times.” 


IV.  The  Church's  Ministry 

Resolution  IV. — That  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  the 
greater  unity  of  the  Church  that  the  whole  Church 
should  possess  a universally  recognised  ministry,  and 
whereas  the  most  far-reaching  difference  in  regard  to 
the  ministry  at  the  present  time  is  that  between  those 
Churches  which  retain  the  episcopate  and  those  which 
have  no  Bishops,  the  Conference  having  considered  the 
only  solution  of  this  difference  which  has  been  hitherto 
reported  to  it  * (and  determined  that  it  is  a hopeful 
proposal  and  worthy  of  further  consideration),*  refers 
it  to  the  separate  Churches,  and  suggests  that  this  matter, 
together  with  the  opinions  of  the  Churches  on  it,  should 
be  considered  at  a future  Conference. 

The  proposal  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  fore- 
going Resolution  has  found  favour  in  England,  India, 
and  Australia,  and  its  main  points  are  the  following  : — 
(i.)  The  rule  of  the  reunited  Church  should  be  that 
every  ordination  must  be  by  a Bishop,  and  every 
consecration  by  at  least  three  Bishops.  The  Presby- 
ters present  at  the  ordination  of  a Presbyter  should  join 
with  the  Bishop  in  the  laying  on  of  hands. 

(ii.)  The  reunited  Church,  in  adopting  episcopal 
ordination  as  its  rule,  would  not  ground  its  adoption  of 
the  rule  on  any  particular  theory  of  the  origin  or  char* 
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acter  of  episcopal  ordination,  nor  demand  as  necessary 
the  teaching  or  acceptance  of  any  such  theory. 

(iii.)  The  episcopate  of  the  reunited  Church  should 
be  a constitutional  and  representative  episcopate,  side 
by  side  with  which  the  councils  of  the  Presbyters  and 
the  congregations  of  the  Faithful  should  have  their 
constitutional  places. 

* Note. — The  words  bracketed  and  asterisked  could  be  retained 
or  omitted  or  redrafted  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  Conference 
without  altering  the  rest  of  the  Resolution. 


V.  The  Sacraments 

(The  material  in  the  hands  of  the  Subjects  Committee 
is  not  yet  sufficiently  complete  to  enable  it  to  frame  a 
resolution  under  this  heading.  When  drafted  it  would 
be  No.  V.) 

VI.  The  Unity  of  Christendom , and  the  Place  of 
Different  Churches  within  it 

Resolution  VI.— (i.)  The  unity  of  a body,  as  St  Paul 
teaches,  implies  the  diversity,  not  the  uniformity,  of  its 
parts,  and  therefore  Christ’s  Church  which  is  His  body 
should  never  impose  uniformity  upon  its  parts,  but 
should  guard  their  diversity  within  its  unity. 

(ii.)  As  the  Church  carries  the  saving  truths  of  the 
Gospel  to  all  lands  in  all  times,  and  thus  deserves  more 
and  more  its  ancient  appellation,  Catholic,  it  has  the 
more  need  to  provide  for  the  diversity  of  its  parts, 
remaining  all  the  while  true  to  the  eternal  Gospel  which 
it  has  received  from  Jesus  Christ  through  His  Apostles. 

(iii.)  The  Conference  refers  to  the  separate  Churches 
the  following  tentative  applications  of  these  principles  : — 

(a)  The  unity  of  the  Church  finds  a natural  expres- 
sion in  local  unity  of  administration  and  organisa- 
tion : whereas  its  divisions  are  most  apparent  where 
they  result  in  local  rivalries  ; and,  in  this  respect, 
the  utmost  endeavours  should  be  used  to  restore  in 
m the  Church  of  our  days  the  conditions  of  the  days  of 
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the  Apostles,  when  the  only  Churches  were  local 
parts  of  the  one  Church,  and  it  was  obvibus  to  all 
men  that  in  one  place  there  was  only  one  Church. 

(b)  While  recognising  the  services  to  Christian  life 
and  work  which  societies  of  men  by  their  strong 
concern  for  special  parts  of  Christian  truth  or  prac- 
tice have  rendered  to  the  universal  Church,  the 
Conference  puts  f orwardf or  consideration  the  opinion 
that  it  is  injurious  to  the  unity  of  Christ’s  Church 
that  such  societies  should  organise  themselves  as 
Churches,  as  under  stress  of  historical  circumstances 
some  of  them  have  done,  and  that  in  the  united 
Church  it  should  be  possible  for  such  societies  to 
remain  within  the  unity  of  the  Church,  making  their 
special  gifts  available  to  the  profit  of  the  whole 
body. 

(iv.)  The  Conference  believes  that  the  remaining  great 
problems  of  this  section  of  its  subject  will  be  more 
suitably  discussed  when  agreement  has  been  reached  on 
other  matters. 

These  remaining  problems  are,  what  organ  of  central 
authority  is  proper,  right,  and  advantageous  for  the 
whole  of  Christendom,  if  in  God’s  good  providence  it  is 
to  regain  a visible  unity,  and  what  should  be  the  functions 
of  the  central  authority. 

VII.  Arrangements  for  continuing  the  Work  of  the 
Conference 

Resolution  VII. — (i.)  The  Conference  proposes,  if  the 
Churches  concur,  to  meet  again  for  one  or  more  sessions 
until  it  is  able  to  declare  that  in  its  opinion  agreement 
has  been  reached  among  the  Churches  upon  all  those 
cardinal  points  on  which  agreement  is  necessary  before 
corporate  union  can  be  attempted.  When  it  is  able  to 
make  that  declaration  it  will  request  the  Churches  to 
appoint  a new  and  separate  Conference  to  draw  up  a 
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scheme  of  union,  since  the  drawing  up  of  such  a scheme 
has  never  been  its  object. 

(ii.)  Arrangements  for  special  Committees  for  investi- 
gation and  report  (if  any). 

(iii.)  Arrangements  for  local  propaganda  and  informa- 
tion about  the  movement. 

Note. — In  the  opinion  of  the  Subjects  Committee  the 
Conference  would  possibly  decide  to  adjourn  before  com- 
pleting the  Agenda,  e.g.  after  Resolution  III  or  IV,  and, 
if  so,  would  take  VII  before  separating. 


STATEMENTS  BASED  ON  THE  REPLIES  TO 
THE  SECOND,  THIRD,  AND  FOURTH 
SERIES  OF  QUESTIONS  CIRCULATED  BY 
THE  SUBJECTS  COMMITTEE 

A.  The  Church 

A Statement  prepared  in  July  1925  by  the  Subjects 
Committee  after  considering  the  replies  to  the 
Third  Series  of  Questions,  viz.  those  regarding 
the  Church , and  intended  for  the  information  of 
the  members  of  the  World  Conference  on  Faith 
and  Order.  This  Statement  is  designed  to 
indicate  the  amount  of  agreement  already  existing 
among  Christians  on  this  subject,  and  the  most 
hopeful  lines  of  approach  for  further  agreement. 

1.  The  Origin  and  essential  Nature  of  the  Church 

The  origin  of  the  Church  is  in  the  purpose  of  God. 
Historically  He  first  revealed  that  purpose  by  choosing 
and  training  Israel  as  His  peculiar  people,  and  making 
it  a national  Church,  and  then  adopting  the  faithful 
remnant  of  Israel — those  who  accepted  Jesus  as  Messiah — 
to  be  the  nucleus  of  a universal  Church.  On  this  nucleus 
He  poured  out  the  Holy  Spirit  at  Pentecost,  thus  giving 
to  His  Church  a new,  active,  and  visible  existence  as 
the  body  of  His  ascended  Son.  To  this  body  of  Christ 
the  Father  has  ever  since  been  drawing  new  members. 
Their  membership  consists  in  their  union  with  Christ, 
and  this  union  is  at  the  same  time  a communion  with 

one  another.  The  one  Spirit  dwells  in  this  body, 
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directing  and  sustaining  it,  and  the  Church  is  “ the 
fellowship  of  the  Spirit.” 

Thus  the  Church  not  only  owes  its  existence  to  a 
series  of  acts  of  the  will  of  God,  but  also  is  essentially 
and  at  all  times  the  body  of  His  Son  and  the  fellowship 
of  His  Spirit. 

2.  The  Purpose  or  Chief  End  of  the  Church 

This  fellowship  has  certain  definite  objects.  It  is  the 
body  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  with  which  He  is 
carrying  out  His  work  of  salvation.  It  shares  His  life, 
and  like  Him  and  with  Him  gives  it  for  the  life  of  the 
world.  Through  it  He  wills  to  bring  light  to  men, 
delivering  them  from  the  darkness  of  sin  and  ignorance. 
Through  it  he  is  publishing  the  Good  News  and  is  bringing 
about  the  reconciliation  of  men  to  God,  and  winning 
them  gladly  to  accept  the  Sovereignty  of  God.  Through 
it  He  wills  to  show  by  example  how  men  can  love  God 
and  their  neighbours  and  make  that  love  the  character- 
istic feature  of  their  life. 

3.  Agreement  on  these  Two  Points 

It  seems  that  the  most  hopeful  line  along  which  to 
seek  for  agreement  concerning  the  conception  of  the 
Church  is  that  which  is  followed  in  the  two  preceding 
paragraphs.  There  is  agreement  about  the  divine 
source  of  the  Church’s  life  : namely,  that  the  Church 
is  constituted  by  the  relation  to  it  of  Christ  and  His 
Spirit.  There  is  also  agreement  about  the  purposes 
and  tasks  of  the  Church.  But  these  lines  of  approach 
to  an  agreed  conception  of  the  Church  are  not  sufficient. 

4.  The  body  of  Christ : how  formed  and  held  together. 

Since  the  Church  is  a body,  it  must  have  a certain 
structure  or  form,  and  principles  of  coherence,  and  they 
should  appear  in  that  part  of  the  Church  which  is  yet 
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upon  earth.  Though  there  are  some  differences  of 
opinion  on  this  portion  of  the  subject,  there  is  already 
a large  measure  of  agreement.  First,  the  Church  is  held 
together  by  the  common  faith  of  its  members  in  God  as 
revealed  and  incarnate  in  Christ ; and  this  faith  is  not 
only  a private  gift  of  God  to  individuals,  but  a belief 
publicly  professed,  and  by  its  public  profession  marking 
off  the  Church  from  the  world.  Again,  the  Sacraments 
which  our  Lord  instituted  are  in  a true  sense  constitutive 
of  His  body  : the  one,  Baptism,  incorporating  members 
into  that  body  ; the  other,  the  Lord’s  Supper,  strengthen- 
ing in  His  faithful  people  the  common  life  which  is  in 
Him,  and  at  the  same  time  bringing  them  into  union 
with  that  sacrifice  which  He  offered  to  His  Father  and 
enabling  His  members  to  make  their  corporate  self- 
oblation in  Him.  Again,  the  Church  is  bound  together 
by  the  glorious  common  inheritance  of  the  Word,  written 
in  the  Scriptures  and  preached  in  the  Church,  and  the 
continual  teaching  of  the  Spirit  through  the  Word. 
Again,  it  has  been  and  ought  to  be  bound  together  by 
the  ministry  given  to  it  by  Christ,  leading,  directing, 
and  forming  it  under  Him,  the  Chief  Shepherd.  Further, 
it  ought  to  be  bound  together  by  the  common  endeavour, 
consciously  made,  to  live  as  a consecrated  society,  and 
to  win  the  world  for  Christ — in  a word,  by  obvious  and 
effective  participation  in  the  Holy  War. 


5.  The  Church , Visible  and  Invisible 

There  is  a very  large  measure  of  agreement  that  the 
Church  ought  to  be  bound  together  by  great  facts  and 
principles  such  as  have  just  been  mentioned  ; and  if  it 
were  so  bound  together,  the  Church  on  earth  would  again 
be  visibly  one.  But  here  we  come  upon  one  of  the 
difficulties  of  the  present  day.  We  all  admit  that,  since 
the  Church  is  the  body  of  the  one  Christ  and  is  animated 
by  the  one  Spirit,  it  is  itself  one.  We  also  admit  that 
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that  part  of  it  which  consists  of  those  who  have  passed 
beyond  mortal  sight,  is  necessarily  invisible.  But  those 
other  members  of  the  Church  who  are  still  living  upon 
earth  are  themselves  visible,  and  it  seems  natural  to 
conclude  that  their  unity  ought  to  be  visible.  It  was  so 
once.  There  was  the  one  Church,  which  no  one  could 
mistake.  To-day  there  are  the  Churches.  They  are 
the  obvious  visible  facts.  The  Church  on  earth  is  in  no 
effective  sense  one.  Our  great  difficulty  is  that  in  lands 
which  have  long  been  Christian  many  people  feel  no 
sorrow  about  this.  Either  they  think  that  their  own 
Church  is  the  only  true  Church  and  the  rest  are  not  true 
Churches,  or  they  fall  back  upon  a unity  of  faith,  not  of 
sight — a unity  known  to  God  only,  the  unity  of  His  elect 
and  redeemed  servants — and  declare  that  the  true  unity 
of  the  invisible  Church  is  not  impaired  by  the  com- 
paratively unimportant  divisions  of  the  visible  Church. 


6.  Dissatisfaction  with  former  Methods  of  defining 
the  Church 

There  is  an  increasing  number  of  Christian  men  and 
women  who  cannot  be  satisfied  with  either  of  these 
solutions.  To  them  it  is  obvious  that  no  one  of  the 
existing  Churches  is  the  one  and  only  true  Church, 
because  they  dare  not  deny  that  the  work  done  in  other 
Churches  is  Christ’s  work  and  is  a result  of  a true  fellow- 
ship in  His  Spirit.  Nevertheless  they  cannot  justify  or 
even  condone  the  divisions  which  have  substituted 
“ the  Churches  ” for  the  one  Church  on  earth.  It  is  too 
clear  that  these  divisions  are  contrary  to  the  purposes 
of  our  one  Head  and  of  the  one  Spirit.  It  is  too  clear 
that  they  impede  the  Lord  in  carrying  on  His  saving  work. 
It  is  too  clear  that  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  deeply 
felt,  it  is  felt  to  be  yearning  for  brotherhood.  It  is  not 
enough  that  there  should  be  some  hidden  inward  unity. 
The  inward  strains  to  manifest  itself  in  an  outward.  The 
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one  Spirit  wants  a body  effectively  and  obviously  one. 
The  one  Lord  and  the  one  Spirit  still  have  a body  which 
is  one,  in  paradise  and  on  earth,  but  that  part  of  it  which 
is  on  earth  is  disabled  by  its  divisions  as  well  as  weakened 
by  other  diseases,  and  its  sins  and  its  divisions  react  one 
upon  another,  increasing  its  impotence. 


7.  Effects  of  this  Dissatisfaction 

These  considerations  have  two  effects  which  should 
be  noted  here.  First,  they  make  men  increasingly 
unwilling  to  answer  the  question,  “ Where  is  the 
Church  ? ” by  means  of  any  marks  or  tests  except  the 
presence  of  the  Spirit  shown  in  the  accomplishing  of 
Christ’s  saving  work.  Thus  one  of  the  most  careful 
replies  sent  in  to  the  Subjects  Committee  says  : “In 
its  fullest  sense,  the  Church  is  ‘ the  blessed  company  of 
all  faithful  people,’  whether  on  earth  or  beyond  the  veil. 
As  visible  on  earth  it  is  the  fellowship  of  those  who  are 
redeemed  through  Christ  and  who  accept  His  will  to 
witness  and  service  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
of  a supernatural  life  of  which  love  is  the  characteristic 
grace.”  Second,  the  moment  this  position  is  accepted, 
there  ought  to  be  a strong  reaction  of  shame  and  resolve  : 
of  shame  that  the  body  of  Christ  is  so  disabled  as  it  is 
by  our  divisions,  and  of  resolve  to  do  all  that  in  us  lies 
to  restore  to  that  part  of  the  body  of  Christ  which  is  on 
earth  the  unity  so  essential  to  His  idea  and  to  His  work. 
It  will  be  one  side  of  the  work  of  the  Conference  to 
quicken  that  sense  of  shame  and  to  strengthen  and  direct 
that  resolve. 

8.  Conference  on  Cardinal  Points 

The  Conference  will  therefore  turn  to  the  considera- 
tion of  those  things  which  have  been  always  found  to 
be  both  means  and  marks  of  unity.  It  will  note  the 
agreements  which  it  finds  still  to  exist  among  Christians, 
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and  it  will  endeavour  to  reach  agreement  where  in 
matters  of  cardinal  importance  it  does  not  exist.  All  or 
most  of  the  matters  mentioned  in  paragraph  4 are 
cardinal  in  the  sense  that  the  restoration  of  corporate 
unity  hinges  upon  the  attainment  of  an  agreed  opinion 
about  them. 

9.  The  Church  and  the  Churches 

There  is  another  question  of  great  importance  for 
unity,  which  is  often  referred  to  as  “ the  relation  of  the 
Church  and  the  Churches.”  We  believe  that  the  one 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  really  exists.  At  the  same  time, 
as  was  observed  above,  “ the  Churches  ” are  to-day  the 
obvious,  visible  facts.  These  Churches  are  of  two 
types.  In  the  New  Testament  the  Churches  spoken  of 
were  local,  and  they  were  the  local  representatives  of  the 
one  Church.  Some  of  the  Churches  of  to-day  are  of 
this  character.  Others,  however,  are  of  a different  type 
altogether,  being  composed  of  persons  living  in  different 
and  often  distant  localities  and  united  to  one  another 
by  a common  concern  for  some  particular  doctrine  or 
practice  or  method  of  organisation,  who  by  some  his- 
torical circumstances  have  become  separated  from  other 
Christians  and  organised  themselves  as  separate  Churches. 
Though  it  is  acknowledged  that  these  Churches  have 
sometimes  rescued  from  neglect  and  fruitfully  exemplified 
some  truth  or  some  working  of  God’s  manifold  grace,  yet 
the  consequence  of  these  separations  is  that  there  are 
often  different  or  even  rival  denominational  Churches 
independent  of  each  other  and  existing  together  in  the 
same  locality,  and  this  state  of  rivalry  and  disunion 
cannot  be  regarded  as  in  accordance  with  the  purpose 
of  Christ.  Every  endeavour  should  be  made  to  restore 
the  true  position  as  set  forth  in  the  New  Testament, 
while  preserving  to  the  united  Church  the  elements  of 
truth  and  grace  for  which  these  denominational  Churches 
in  their  temporary  separations  have  contended. 
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10.  The  Central  Authority  of  the  Church 

There  remains  one  question  which  any  body  of  men 
anxious  to  restore  the  visible  unity  of  the  Church  on 
earth  must  face,  and  that  is  the  question  where  the 
ultimate  authority  of  the  Church  on  earth  should  reside. 
Even  two  Churches  cannot  unite  without  settling  what 
they,  when  united,  will  regard  as  the  ultimate  authority 
of  the  united  body.  The  diversities  of  men  are  so  great 
that  very  great  local  liberty  may  be  justly  claimed.  The 
course  of  past  history  shows  that  oecumenical  decisions 
on  doctrine  have  only  been  given  when  they  were  most 
imperatively  demanded,  and  it  has  been  well  for  the 
Church  that  they  have  been  comparatively  few.  Still, 
no  picture  of  a reunited  Christendom  can  be  formed 
without  including  an  ultimate  authority,  and  this  is 
among  the  matters  with  which  on  some  occasion  a World 
Conference  dealing  with  Faith  and  Order  must  deal. 
Three  forms  of  such  an  ultimate  authority  would  be 
advocated  by  the  Christians  of  to-day — the  Pope,  the 
(Ecumenical  Council  in  which  Bishops  alone  vote,  and  an 
elective  representative  body  composed  both  of  clergy  and 
laity.  It  is  for  future  discussion  to  show  whether  one 
of  these  forms  will  ultimately  win  general  consent,  or 
whether  any  form  can  be  devised  which  will  be  felt  to 
combine  the  advantages  of  all. 

11.  Conflicting  Opinions 

We  are  well  aware  that  though  the  conception  of 
the  Church  stated  in  paragraphs  1 and  2 may  command 
general  consent,  the  conclusions  drawn  from  it,  especially 
in  paragraphs  6 and  7,  are  contrary  to  much  that  is  held, 
and  has  long  been  held,  in  some  of  the  oldest  and  greatest 
Churches.  The  ancient  Churches  of  the  East  and  the 
West  have  long  been  accustomed  to  use  the  four  attri- 
butes— One,  Holy,  Catholic,  and  Apostolic — which  are 
given  to  the  Church  in  the  Niceno-Constantinopolitan 
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Creed  as  tests  by  which  the  true  Church  can  be  found, 
and  other  Churches  shown  not  to  be  the  true  Church  nor 
parts  of  it.  The  Lutheran  Church  holds  that  it  is  of  the 
essence  of  the  true  Church  to  be  invisible.  The  members 
of  these  Churches  who  meet  at  the  World  Conference 
are  asked  to  consider  whether  the  views  expressed  above 
correspond  more  nearly  to  the  actual  facts  than  those 
to  which  they  have  been  accustomed.  If  they  do  not 
think  so,  they  must  endeavour  to  persuade  the  Con- 
ference that  their  own  views  are  right  and  can  also 
become  the  basis  of  a closer  union  of  Christendom. 

Changes  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  many  or  possibly  all 
the  existing  Christians  are  necessary  before  we  can 
recover  the  due  and  possible  unity  of  the  Church  on  earth. 
No  real  advance  towards  that  unity  can  be  made  while 
there  is  no  common  conception  of  what  that  Church  is 
for  whose  greater  unity  we  are  praying  and  working. 


B.  The  Ministry 

Statement  prepared  in  July  1925  by  the  Subjects 
Committee  after  considering  the  replies  to  the 
Second  Series  of  Questions,  viz.  those  regarding 
the  Ministry  of  the  Reunited  Church,  and  intended 
for  the  information  of  the  members  of  the  World 
Conference  on  Faith  and  Order.  This  statement 
is  designed  to  indicate  the  amount  of  agreement 
already  existing  among  Christians  on  this  subject, 
and  the  most  hopeful  lines  of  approach  for  further 
agreement. 

The  various  negotiations  which  have  been  recently 
conducted  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  as  well  as  the 
answers  returned  to  the  questions  about  the  ministry 
which  have  been  circulated  by  the  Continuation  Com- 
mittee of  the  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order,  have 
brought  into  clear  light  the  main  points  on  this  subject 
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which  interest  the  present  generation  of  Christians  and 
are  found  to  bear  upon  any  proposal  for  reunion. 

POINTS  OF  AGREEMENT 

We  will  begin  with  the  points  on  which  there  appears 
to  be  general  or  very  considerable  agreement,  recording 
them,  and  adding  some  observations  or  elucidations. 

1.  A universally  recognised  Ministry 

There  seems  to  be  complete  agreement  that  just  as  the 
ministry  of  any  Church  is — and  must  be — recognised  by 
the  whole  of  that  Church  as  a due,  authorised,  and  valid 
ministry,  so  the  universal  Church,  if  reunited,  must  have 
a universally  recognised  ministry. 

The  term  “ a universally  recognised  ministry  ” has  not 
been  as  yet  very  narrowly  scrutinised. 

(а)  On  the  one  hand  there  has  been  no  consideration 
known  to  us  of  the  question  whether,  given  a ministry 
which  is  universally  recognised,  parts  of  the  Church 
might  reasonably  be  regarded  as  free  to  have  additional 
ministries  ( e.g . Minor  Orders),  though  other  parts  might 
prefer  to  confine  themselves  to  the  universally  recognised 
ministry. 

(б)  Another  question  which  has  not  been  adequately 
discussed  is  the  relation  between  recognition  of  a ministry 
as  valid,  and  authorisation  or  license  of  the  ministers 
who  compose  it  for  a sphere  of  work.  For  instance,  all 
priests  in  the  Roman  obedience  are  recognised  by  that 
Church  as  priests  with  a valid  ministry,  but  they  are  not 
therefore  free  to  minister  everywhere  in  the  Roman 
Communion.  In  addition  to  the  general  necessity  of 
being  licensed  by  the  Bishop  of  the  place,  there  are 
further  restrictions,  e.g.  Uniat  priests  may  normally  only 
minister  to  Uniat  congregations,  and  so  forth.  This  has 
been  suggested  as  an  example  of  a method  that  might 
be  followed  in  reunited  Christendom. 
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(c)  A good  deal  of  discussion  has  taken  place  on  what 
is  called  the  “ interim  period,”  i.e.  the  period  before  the 
arrangements  for  reunion  have  fully  come  into  effect.  It 
has  been  urged  that,  if  reuniting  bodies  of  Christians 
settled  on  a certain  system  of  ordination  for  the  future, 
the  existing  ministers  who  had  not  received  ordination 
according  to  that  system  might  continue,  after  the  union, 
to  minister  to  the  congregations  to  whom  they  were 
theretofore  qualified  to  minister,  but  not  to  others, 
unless  they  were  willing  to  receive  either  a new  ordina- 
tion or  a new  commission.  Opinion  in  South  India  is 
passing  away  from  this  solution,  because  it  is  felt  that  it 
would  not  really  mean  genuine  recognition,  and  that  it 
would  leave  the  Church  in  the  interim  period  disunited, 
but  it  appears  still  to  find  favour  in  Canada  and  England. 
We  propose  to  say  nothing  further  on  this  subject  here, 
as  the  purpose  of  the  World  Conference  is  not  to  draw  up 
a scheme  of  reunion,  but  to  explore,  and,  if  possible,  to 
make  clear,  the  general  principles  on  which  first  greater 
unity  and  finally  the  reunion  of  Christendom  might  be 
attained. 

It  has  been  generally  assumed  that  the  universally 
recognised  ministry  must  be  a ministry  of  the  Word  and 
Sacraments.  The  proposal  to  recognise  a ministry  of 
the  Word  which  is  not,  except  by  further  authorisation, 
a ministry  of  the  Sacraments  meets  in  some  quarters 
with  opposition,  though  it  is  possible  to  name  eminent 
laymen  who  in  fact  have  exercised  such  an  office,  both 
in  former  times  and  in  our  own.  The  possibility  that 
men  should  be  ordained  to  exercise  the  ministry  of  the 
Sacraments  and  the  Pastoral  Office,  but  should  require  a 
special  further  authorisation  to  preach,  though  well 
known  in  practice,  has  not  been  brought  into  these 
discussions.  An  uncertainty  about  the  term  ministry 
of  the  Word  and  Sacraments  must  remain  until  agreement 
is  reached  on  the  denotation  of  the  word  Sacraments . 
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2.  Qualifications  of  Candidates  for  the  Ministry 

Besides  the  agreement  mentioned  in  paragraph  1, 
there  is  another  agreement  almost  as  general.  The 
subject  of  this  is  the  qualifications  of  the  minister. 
These  are  generally  acknowledged  to  be  (a)  an  inward 
call  to  the  ministry,  (b)  sound  faith,  (c)  blameless 
character,  (d)  adequate  intellectual  and  practical  training. 
It  is  clear  that  any  candidate  for  ordination  must  be  duly 
tested  in  these  respects,  and  also  that  the  authorities 
who  test  him  will  be  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  authori- 
ties of  units  smaller  than  the  universal  Church.  Further, 
our  information  goes  to  show  that  the  method  of  testing 
and  the  details  of  the  above-mentioned  training  might, 
with  general  consent,  be  left  to  the  authorities  of  such 
units,  provided  that  they  were  recognised  by  the  universal 
Church  as  suitable  authorities  for  the  purpose. 

3.  Relation  of  Laity  to  Ordination 

It  is  also  agreed  that  the  faithful  laity  (whether  as 
congregations  or  otherwise)  should  have  some  part  in 
giving  a consent  to  any  man’s  selection  for  ordination. 
In  the  existing  Churches  this  consent  varies  from  a 
right  of  veto  to  a right  of  initiating  the  process  which  is 
consummated  by  ordination.  It  is  not  clear  on  our 
present  information  whether  the  reunited  Church  would 
or  should  leave  the.  proportion  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
faithful  laity  for  any  man’s  ordination  to  be  determined 
by  the  appropriate  Church  authorities  in  different  parts 
of  the  world,  or  would  lay  down  any  rules  or  guiding 
principles  about  it.  It  seems  probable  that  so  long  as 
the  right  of  the  laity  to  share  the  responsibility  for  a 
man’s  ordination  is  acknowledged,  the  manner  in  which 
they  should  exercise  that  right  would  and  might  be  left 
to  the  determination  of  smaller  units  than  the  universal 
•Church. 
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4.  What  happens  in  Ordination  ? 

Again,  we  believe  that  very  considerable  agreement 
could  be  obtained  on  the  fundamental  question,  “ What 
happens  in  ordination  ? ” We  submit  that  it  will  be 
generally  agreed  that  in  ordination  God  in  answer  to 
the  prayer  of  His  Church  makes  a man  who  previously 
is  not  a minister  to  be  a minister,  and  also  grants  to  him 
such  gifts  as  are  needful  for  his  ministry,  which  gifts,  if 
he  humbly  use  them,  will  make  him  able  to  perform  it. 
Those  who  acknowledge  more  than  one  order  of  ministers, 
hold  the  same  view  about  the  ordination  of  a man  who 
is  already  in  a lower  order  to  a higher  order,  and  so 
would  the  reunited  Church  if  it  decides  to  recognise  more 
than  one  order  of  ministers.  It  is  also  agreed  that  the 
intention  of  any  ordination  should  be  to  ordain  a minister 
in  the  Church  of  God,  and  not  exclusively  in  some 
particular  part  of  it  ; and  after  a reunion  of  Christen- 
dom this  would  be  not  only  the  intention  but  also  the 
immediate  actual  effect  of  any  ordination.  It  is  also 
agreed  that  though  the  authority  to  minister  is  of  God, 
yet  the  Church,  whose  minister  or  ministers  convey  that 
authority  in  God’s  name,  does  at  the  same  time  ratify 
and  confirm  for  itself  the  authorisation  to  minister  which 
is  given  to  the  man  ordained. 


5.  Method  of  Ordination 

It  is  further  very  widely  agreed  that  the  method 
of  ordination  should  be  the  laying  on  of  hands  with 
prayer. 

6.  The  Ministry  is  an  Order 

Again  there  is  very  wide  agreement  that  the  authority 
to  minister  conveyed  by  ordination  is  lifelong,  and  that 
the  persons  who  have  been  ordained  form  an  or  do  (or 
ordines),  and  that  the  clergy  who  comprise  this  order 
(or  these  orders)  are  permanently  distinguished  from 
the  laity  of  the  Church. 
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POINTS  OF  DIFFERENCE 

Thus  far  we  are  able  to  record  an  imposing  body  of 
agreement,  partly  existing,  partly,  in  our  judgment, 
attainable.  There  remain  points  on  which  no  such 
agreement  exists  and  on  which  its  attainment  is  a matter 
of  far  greater  difficulty.  The  points  which  we  are  about 
to  mention  are  probably  of  such  a character  that  agree- 
ment must  be  reached  upon  them  before  the  reunion  of 
Christendom  can  be  accomplished — or  indeed  any 
partial  reunion  between  two  or  more  Churches  wrhich 
now  differ  about  them. 

1.  The  proper  Minister  of  Ordination 

The  first  of  these  questions  is  : “ Who  is  the  proper 
minister  of  ordination  ? ” There  is  a wide  though  not 
universal  agreement  that  an  unordained  person  cannot 
be  a proper  minister  of  ordination.  But  the  crucial 
difference  is  between  two  views  : (1)  That  the  only  proper 
minister  of  ordination  is  a Bishop,  himself  duly  ordained 
and  consecrated  in  the  apostolical  succession  ; and  (2) 
that  any  minister  delegated  by  any  Church  to  perform 
an  ordination  service  is  a proper  minister  of  ordination. 
This  difference  is  rendered  more  acute  because  there  is 
related  to  it  a theory  about  certain  Sacraments  which  is 
held  by  some  who  hold  the  former  view  and  strongly 
reprobated  by  all  who  hold  the  latter  view,  namely,  the 
theory  that  certain  Sacraments  are  valid  only  if  minis- 
tered by  a priest  who  has  been  ordained  by  a Bishop 
in  the  apostolical  succession.  This  theory  about  the 
validity  of  Sacraments  need  not  be  considered  here.  It 
will  be  more  conveniently  considered  in  a statement  on 
the  Sacraments.  The  rule  that  only  a Bishop,  who  by 
his  consecration  as  a Bishop  in  the  succession  of  Bishops 
had  received  the  authority  to  ordain  other  ministers 
or  to  consecrate,  could  either  ordain  or  consecrate, 
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subsisted  till  the  sixteenth  century  in  the  whole  Church, 
and  still  subsists  in  the  largest  part  of  it.  It  ceased  to 
be  observed  in  the  Churches  of  the  Reformation  which 
ceased  to  have  Bishops  ; and  it  cannot  be  observed  in 
those  founded  later  without  Bishops.  The  restoration 
of  this  rule  needs  to  be  considered,  not  only  on  its  own 
merits  but  in  relation  to  the  office  of  Bishop  as  a whole. 

2.  Ultimate  Responsibility  for  giving  Ordination 

Another  question  about  ordination  on  which  there  is 
disagreement  is  : “ With  whom  rests  the  ultimate  respon- 
sibility for  giving  or  refusing  ordination  to  any  particular 
person  ? ” Here  again  one  answer  is,  “the  Bishop  ” as 
defined  above,  and  the  other,  “ some  body  of  persons 
representative  of  the  Church  according  to  the  custom  or 
constitution  of  each  particular  Church.” 

3.  How  many  Orders  of  Ministry  ? 

A third  question  about  ministry  on  which  there  is  no 
agreement  at  present  is  : “ How  many  orders  of  the 
ministry  ought  there  to  be,  and  what  are  those  orders  ? ” 

The  great  majority  of  Protestants  hold  that  there  is 
only  one  order  of  the  ministry,  whether  or  not  they  have 
in  addition  elders  and  deacons  in  their  Churches  who  are 
set  apart  for  their  offices  by  solemn  services.  Over 
against  that  view  stand  those  of  the  Churches  who 
conceive  of  the  ministry  as  essentially  multiform,  whether 
they  reckon  three  or  seven  orders,  and  however  they  make 
up  their  lists  of  orders,  but  in  all  these  a pre-eminence  is 
given  to  the  three  orders  of  Bishops,  Priests,  and  Deacons. 


THE  QUESTION  OF  EPISCOPACY 

The  element  in  this  difference  which  ;s  regarded  as 
most  crucial  is  the  question  about  episcopacy.  Yet  we 
have  to  report  that,  where  desire  for  union  is  strongest. 
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even  this  crucial  difference  is  not  regarded  as  incapable 
of  reconciliation.  The  following  paragraphs  from  the 
report  dated  May  29,  1922,  of  a Joint  Conference  held 
at  Lambeth  between  representatives  of  the  Church  of 
England  and  the  English  Free  Churches  is  quoted  as 
showing  most  clearly  what  is  at  present  the  most  hopeful 
line  of  agreement. 

“ For  the  allaying  of  doubts  and  scruples  in  the  future, 
and  for  the  more  perfect  realisation  of  the  truth  that  the 
ministry  is  a ministry  of  the  Church,  and  not  merely  of 
any  part  thereof,  means  should  be  provided  for  the 
United  Church  which  we  desire,  whereby  its  ministry 
may  be  acknowledged  by  every  part  thereof  as  possessing 
the  authority  of  the  whole  body. 

“ 8.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Episcopate  was  from 
early  times  and  for  many  centuries  accepted,  and  by  the 
greater  part  of  Christendom  is  still  accepted,  as  the 
means  whereby  this  authority  of  the  whole  body  is  given, 
we  agree  that  it  ought  to  be  accepted  as  such  for  the 
United  Church  of  the  future. 

“9.  Similarly,  in  view  of  the  place  which  the  Council 
of  Presbyters  and  the  Congregation  of  the  Faithful  had 
in  the  constitution  of  the  early  Church,  and  the  pre- 
servation of  these  elements  of  presbyteral  and  congrega- 
tional order  in  large  sections  of  Christendom,  we  agree 
that  they  should  be  maintained  with  a representative 
and  constitutional  Episcopate  as  permanent  elements 
in  the  order  and  life  of  the  United  Church. 

“ 10.  The  acceptance  of  Episcopal  Ordination  for  the 
future  would  no*!  imply  the  acceptance  of  any  particular 
theory  as  to  its  origin  or  character,  or  the  disowning  of 
past  ministries  of  Word  and  Sacrament  otherwise 
received,  which  have,  together  with  those  received  by 
Episcopal  Ordination,  been  used  and  blessed  by  the 
Spirit  of  God.”  (Reprinted  in  Dean  Bell’s  Documents  on 
Christian  Unity,  pp.  149,  150.) 

A similar  agreement  forms  part  of  the  agreed  positions 
which  have  been  reached  up  to  date  in  the  negotiations 
between  the  Anglicans  and  the  South  India  United 
Church.  It  also  found  favour  in  a mixed  Conference  of 


32 


STATEMENTS 


Anglicans,  Presbyterians,  Methodists,  and  Congrega- 
tionalists  in  Australia. 

The  words  constitutional  and  representative  Epis- 
copate require  a brief  explanation.  Constitutional  epis- 
copacy means  that  the  Bishop  on  matters  of  legislation 
and  policy  cannot  act  alone,  but  must  obtain  the 
consent  either  of  the  clergy  or  of  both  the  clergy  and  the 
laity,  of  his  diocese,  or  of  the  Bishops  of  the  Province  to 
which  his  Diocese  belongs,  or  of  the  Synod  or  Council  of 
that  Province,  according  to  the  nature  of  each  matter. 
But  the  Bishop  is  not  the  executive  officer  of  his  Diocese, 
obliged  to  carry  out  the  decisions  of  its  Synod  or  Council, 
nor  of  the  Provincial  Synod.  In  a few  things — one  of 
which  is  the  ultimate  responsibility  for  approving  or 
rejecting  a candidate  for  ordination — though  the  Church 
may  lay  down  general  rules  for  him,  e.g.  that  he  must 
consult  such  and  such  persons  or  bodies  or  require  such 
and  such  intellectual  or  other  qualifications  in  his 
candidates  for  ordination,  his  discretion  for  the  ultimate 
decision  is  absolute  and  irreviewable.  By  representa- 
tive episcopacy  is  meant  that  in  some  manner  the  Bishop 
must  be  chosen  by  the  Church,  and  that  it  is  his  duty 
both  to  represent  his  Diocese  in  its  dealings  with  other 
parts  of  the  Church,  especially  in  Church  Councils,  and 
to  represent  the  universal  Church,  its  principles  and  laws, 
in  dealing  with  his  diocese.  In  brief,  the  episcopate 
does  not  clothe  a man  with  anything"  like  a personal 
monarchy,  neither  does  it  make  him  merely  the  highest 
executive  officer  of  any  Church  Assembly.  He  is 
responsible  only  to  Jesus  Christ,  but  jointly  with  the 
other  Bishops  for  an  office  which  he  shares  with  them, 
and  the  highest  fruit  of  his  office  is  the  common  and 
harmonious  action  of  the  Church. 

We  are  informed  on  the  one  hand  that  there  is  now  a 
Lutheran  Bishop  of  Saxony,  and  on  the  other  hand 
that  Protestant  Germany  would  not  adopt  any  episco- 
pacy which  would  involve  the  renewal  of  the  connection 
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with  the  historic  episcopate  by  means  of  ordination  in 
the  succession,  even  though  no  theory  of  the  succession 
was  made  a part  of  the  necessary  beliefs  of  the  reunited 
Church.  We  have  no  doubt  that  equally  strong  opinions 
about  the  necessity  for  a return  at  least  to  the  rule  and 
custom  of  episcopal  ordination  would  be  expressed  in 
other  quarters,  e.g.  by  all  the  Eastern  Orthodox 
Churches.  This  clash  of  opinion  illustrates  once  more 
the  difficulties  into  which  we  have  been  brought  by 
divisions  that  have  lasted  for  centuries.  We  find  our- 
selves holding  opinions  which  are  actually  contradictory 
on  subjects  on  which  agreement  is  necessary  for  any 
important  advance  towards  corporate  unity.  Churches 
and  individuals  who  earnestly  desire  such  an  advance 
must  reconsider  even  opinions  for  which  they  have 
stoutly  contended.  We  cannot  unite  while  we  differ 
diametrically.  But  some  or  many  of  the  opinions  now 
held  will  be  changed,  if  union  is  God’s  will  and  if  agree- 
ment is  necessary  to  union.  If  any  of  our  friends  are 
disquieted  by  such  a reflection,  we  would  ask  them  to 
remember  that  any  change  of  their  opinions  which  will 
really  serve  God’s  purposes  will  surely  bring  them  nearer 
to  God’s  truth. 

C.  The  Christian  Moral  Ideal 

Statement  prepared  in  July  1925  by  the  Subjects 
Committee,  after  considering  the  replies  to  the 
Fourth  Series  of  Questions,  viz.  those  on  The 
Christian  Moral  Ideal , and  intended  for  the 
information  of  the  members  of  the  World  Con- 
ference on  Faith  and  Order. 

1.  The  New  Testament  regards  humanity  as  in  a state 
of  bondage  to  sin,  and  preaches  a gospel  of  redemption 
through  Jesus  Christ  as  the  means  by  which  men  are 
reconciled  to  God,  to  live  the  life  of  true  liberty  in 
sonship  to  their  common  Father  and  in  brotherhood 
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with  one  another.  This  life  is  rightly  called  a “ state  of 
grace.”  In  such  a brotherhood,  as  in  a great  family  of 
which  God  is  the  head,  each  must  learn  to  subordinate 
his  own  selfish  interest  to  the  interests  of  others. 

2.  Thus  the  primary  vocation  of  the  Christian  Church, 
as  the  society  of  members  of  the  divine  family,  is  to 
maintain  and  exhibit  a certain  type  of  life,  individual 
and  social,  in  which  the  spirit  of  every  occupation  and 
undertaking  is  the  embodiment  of  this  new  filial  experi- 
ence of  reconciliation  and  brotherhood. 

3.  The  fundamental  laws  of  human  life  are  declared 
by  our  Lord  to  be  the  love  of  God,  with  heart  and  mind 
and  soul  and  strength,  and  the  love  of  one’s  neigh- 
bour as  oneself.  He  therefore  condemns  all  kinds  of 
life  which  are  self-centred  and  self-dominated  : self- 
indulgence,  avarice,  personal  ambition,  pride,  hatred 
and  jealousy,  and  the  unforgiving  disposition,  equally 
with  fornication  or  drunkenness  or  violence.  The 
descriptions  given  in  various  parts  of  the  New  Testament 
of  the  Christian  character  (such  as  the  Beatitudes  and 
the  Fruit  of  the  Spirit)  are  descriptive  from  various 
points  of  view  of  the  character,  formed  according  to  the 
mind  and  will  of  God,  of  the  man  who  recognises  that  he 
is  placed  in  the  world  to  correspond  actively  with  a 
divine  purpose  of  world-wide  love. 

4.  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  In  His  sight  every 
single  human  soul,  in  spite  of  the  variety  of  human 
capacities,  is  of  infinite  value.  Thus  every  human 
being  is  to  be  treated  as  an  end  in  himself,  and  never 
as  a means  either  to  profit  and  wealth  or  to  sensual 
pleasure. 

5.  We  are  bound  therefore  to  condemn  all  exploita- 
tions of  man  by  man.  Equally  to  be  condemned  is  all 
unchastity,  which  turns  human  beings  into  instruments 
for  self-indulgence.  Brotherhood  and  mutual  service 
constitute  the  only  principle  of  Christian  social  activity. 
They  must  therefore  be  regarded  as  the  principle  of 
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commerce,  industry,  and  the  professional  life.  Since  in 
Christ  Jesus  there  can  be  “ neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  bond 
nor  free,”  the  Church  will  energetically  condemn,  and 
do  all  in  her  power  to  bring  to  an  end,  every  attempt  by 
the  strong  to  take  advantage  of  the  weak,  in  political 
or  social  life,  or  in  the  relations  of  employers  and  work- 
men. This  principle  must  also  be  applied  to  all  questions 
of  race  and  colour.  There  is  no  more  important  part 
of  the  witness  which  the  Church,  in  the  present  day,  is 
called  upon  to  bear  to  the  world. 

6.  Christianity  has  generally,  and  we  think  rightly, 
approved  the  institution  of  private  property,  and  of  those 
laws  which  are  necessary  duly  to  safeguard  it.  But 
Christianity  also  teaches  us  to  regard  all  property  as  a 
trust.  As  such,  its#  possession,  in  the  presence  of  wide- 
spread poverty,  helplessness,  and  distress  can  only  be 
justified  if  it  is  used,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  enable  its 
owner,  according  to  his  powers  and  opportunities,  to 
meet  and  supply  the  needs  of  his  fellow-men.  This 
principle  must  equally  be  obeyed  when  property  is  held 
in  common,  either  by  a community,  religious  or  in- 
dustrial, or  by  a society  as  a whole. 

7.  This  principle  of  love,  as  being  the  law  of  the  society 
founded  on  God’s  reconciling  grace,  includes  and  fulfils 
the  virtues  of  justice,  honesty,  and  truthfulness.  To 
neglect  them  is  to  be  false  to  the  interests  of  society 
and  of  the  individuals  comprising  it.  And  rightly  to 
embody  this  principle  in  conduct  demands  the  constant 
exercise  of  wisdom  and  courage,  endurance,  and  self- 
control. 

8.  There  is  no  sphere  in  which  the  principle  just 
described  has  a more  natural  place  or  a freer  play  than 
in  the  family,  as  the  family  is  conceived  of  by  Christianity. 
In  it,  more  than  in  any  other  society,  the  interests  of  each 
individual  are  bound  up  with  those  of  the  rest.  The 
Christian  Church,  therefore,  will  always  lay  the  utmost 
stress  on  the  importance  of  the  lifelong  union  of  husband 
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and  wife,  and  the  wisest  and  most  affectionate  care  for 
children. 

9.  Further,  the  present  imperfectly  Christianised  state 
of  society  makes  complete  obedience  to  the  Christian 
laws  of  conduct  a matter  of  peculiar  difficulty.  This 
difficulty  is  seriously  increased  by  the  fact  that  there  is 
no  united  Church  which  can  uphold  before  the  world 
the  Christian  standard  of  life  and  conduct.  Only  when 
such  a Church  exists,  in  which  all  Christian  men  and 
women  can  feel  themselves  members  of  one  another, 
and  able  to  take  counsel  together,  conscious  of  sharing 
the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  can  they  rightly  bear  their 
witness  to  the  principles  of  the  Christian  society  or  obey 
the  laws  of  the  new  life  in  Christ. 
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